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Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Comments in Support of Proposed
Rule Making MM Docket 96-203
RM-8871

Dear Mr. Caton:

Transmitted herewith on behalf of Wilks Broadcast Acquisitions, Inc. are
the original and four copies of its Comments in support of the above-captioned
Notice of Proposed Rule Making, which proposes changes in the FM Table of
Allotments for Augusta and Thomson, Georgia.

Please refer any questions concerning this matter directly to this office.

Respectfully submitted,

JC:dh
Enclosures

No. of Copies rec'd 0 ~ l{
UstABCDE



Before The

Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

In The Matter Of

MM Docket No. 96-203Amendment of Section 73.202(b) of
the Commission's Rules,
Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations
(Augusta, Georgia and
Thomson, Georgia)

To: The Chief, Allocations Branch,
Mass Media Bureau

RM-8871
RECEiVED

NOV 2 5 1996

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING

Wilks Broadcast Acquisitions, Inc. ("WBA"), the licensee of

broadcast station WEKL(FM), Augusta, Georgia, hereby submits its

Comments in support of the Notice of Proposed Rule Making t'NPRM"j, DA

96-1629 (released October 4, 1996), in the instant proceeding.

1. The Commission issued its NPRM in response to WBA's

Petition for Rule Making ("Petition"), which asked the Commission to

amend the FM Table of Allotments by substituting Channel 269C3 for

Channel 272A at Augusta, Georgia and to modify the license for

WEKL(FM) to specify the higher powered channel. To accommodate the

allotment at Augusta, WBA also requested that Channel 232A be

substituted for Channel 269A at Thomson, Georgia and that vacant

Channel 232A be deleted from Gibson, Georgia.

2. The NPRM found WBA's proposal meritorious and noted that

it would not be necessary to issue an Order to Show Cause to the licensee
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of Station WTHO, in light of the fact that the licensee had given its

consent to the proposed substitution of channels. The NPRM proposed to

delete vacant Channel 232A from Gibson "unless an intent to apply for

the channel is expressed during initial comments herein." NPRM, p. 2.

3. On September 16, 1996, Joseph A. Ranke, an individual,

filed an application (BPH-960916ME) for a construction permit to

construct a new station to operate on Channel 232A at Gibson.

Concurrently, with these Comments, however, Mr. Ranke has asked that

his application be dismissed. A copy of that request is attached hereto

as Attachment A. The dismissal of Mr. Ranke's application will remove

the only known impediment to WBA's Petition.

Accordingly, WBA respectfully urges the Commission to issue a

Report and Order implementing the proposal set forth in the NPRM in

this proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

WILKS BROADCAST ACQUISITIONS, INC.

By:---f---__-I-=---= _

Jo n Crigler
Its Attorney

HALEY BADER & POITS P.L.C.
Suite 900
4 N



ATTACHMENT A



Joseph Adams Ranke
966 Athol Avenue

Aiken, SC 29803-6202

November 22, 1996

HAND DELIVERED
Mr. William F. Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Application BPH 960916 ME

Dear Mr. Caton:

As of today's date, I am requesting that my application for a construction
permit for Gibson, Georgia (BPR 960916 ME) be withdrawn. This is pursuant to
the agreement (see attached) between Wilks Broadcast Acquisitions, Inc. and
myself. The above will enable them to upgrade their Augusta, GA station.

Sincerely,

~~~
¥seph Adams Ranke



I

AGREEMENT FOJI. DISMlS~AL OF APPLICATJON

THIS .Agreement. is ell~d into as ofNovember~ 1996. by and
between Joseph A Ranke (ClREinkell) and Wilks Broadcast .Acquisi,tioIlS, Inc.
(llWBA)J). .

Recitals

Whereas. WBA is the ijcenaee of FM Station WEKL, ~1Ita, Georgia,
which currently operates on CJ:mnnel 272A; and

Where.., WBAhas requested the substitution of Channe1269 08 for
Channel 272A in order to impfove the facilities with which Station WEKL can.
operate; and

Whereu.~ propose~improvement in the facili.ties of WEKL abo
requires the deletion of vaca.n~Channe1232A at Gibson. Georgia.; the grant of
a consttuetion permit to modifY the operation ofStation WTHO, Thomson.
Georg,i,a to operate on Channe. 232A; and the grant ofa const:rw..iion permit tQ
modify the operation ofWElP~ to operata on Channe1269 03; and

Whereas, Ranke has applied for a constntction permit (BPH·960916ME)
for a new FM statiot) to operate on vacant Chmne1282A at GibaonJ Georgia.;
and

Where... the pending~e application is inconsistent with WBA's
proposal to improve the facilitj,es of WEKL;

,,

Now, therefore, in co~sidera.tionof the foregoUlg and for gQad and
valuable eonsderation as set forth below, Ranke and WBA agree a.El follows:

, '
,

1. Dismissal ofRa~ke Application. No later than November 25,
1996, Ranke shall Beek dismis~a1 of his Gibson application; such dismissal sha.n
be supported by dQcumentatidn, in t\. form and substance aooeptable to the
f"QJy, ~~l OOlWU.wUeQ..a~Oo• .m.imJioD., of Q1l oxponcop l&gititnliltohr 91nrl
Pl'\ldently incurred in prepari~g,r~iD.Kand prosecuting Ranke'l!I GihSQn
application

2. Payment By WBiA. WBA /ilhall pay Ranke a total of $82.500
(Thirty Two Thousan~ Five H\1ndred Dollars), or such lesser amount as the
FCC Jnayapprove. '



S. Payment Schedule. WBA payments shall be tnaele as thUo\Vs:

a. $5,000 (Five Thousand Dollars) paid into escrow upon the
ai~in~of thifl ~ment, such payment to be dhrtnouted to Rtmb
within five (5) da~ of the issuance by the FCC ofa final order grantinR
dismilMnl of Ranke's Gibson application (as \tsed in this .Af,treement, the
term. '(final order" shall'mean an. order which is no longer subject to
administrative or jndicial re~w, reconsideration, ..ta.y, or appeal);

b. $1.5,000 (Ii1ifteen Thou.~and Dollars) upon the issuance by
the FCC of final Qrders deleting Channe1232A at Gibson. Georgia and
Rf'lmting construction permits authorb:ing WEBL to opp..l'8.te on Channel
26903 and Station WTHO to opr.rate on Channel 232A; this $15,000
payment will be made only when the last ofall such fmal oroer.s bas
been issued;

c. $12s500 (Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars) on
Janum:y 2. 1998, pro\ided that the conditions specified in, the precedin~
se<.iions of this paragraph havo been satisfied and that the FCC has
is$Ued a final order approving the full amount of consideration set forth
in this Agreement. In the event that the FCC issues a final order
l\PPro~coIlflideration oflesa than $32,500 (Thirty Irwo Thouaand.
Five Hundred Dollars) the btilitnce of the amount approved ahalll~ due
JanuaIy 2, 1998.

4. Termination. Ifby tJannazy 2, 1998, the FCC haB not issued a
finll1 order approving the dis~sa1of the Ranke application, either :R.anke or
WBA may terminate this Agreement.

5. Benefit This .Agreem~ntI3hall be binding upon 1\Dd 9hall inure to
the benefit of the partie~hereto and their successors.

6. Entire Agreement. All tUlderstnndin"as and agreements betwe(i'.D
the parties are merged int.o tl»e Agreement which fully and co;mpletely
expresseR their agreement an4 ~persedes any prior agreement or
understanding relating to the subject matter.

7. Cou.nterparts. Ifhis AJtreement may be executed in counterps.rt.s,
all of which taken together shall constitute one and the same in$trt.Unent.

8. Descriptive He&dinRS. The descriptive headings of the aeveral
sections of this Agreement are for convenience only and shall not be deemed to
affect the meaning or constru.ction ofany of the provisions hereof.
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9. Governing La.w. This ~ement shall be governed by and under
the laws of the State of Georgia, except matterf3 relating sol~1 to FCC approval
and/or ~icensttrGshall be $lDve~~edto the extent aIJplicable by the FedeJal
CommUtLicatfons Act as it may from time to time be amonded.

In Witness Whereof. the parties have caused this .Agreement to be
duly executed by their respective duly authorized officers, all as of the day and
year first above writren..

JOSEPH A. RANKE

WILKS BROADCAST ACQmSITIONS, INC.

By:, _
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8. Descriptive Headings. The descriptive headinRs of the several
sections of this Agreement are for convenience only and sball not be deemed to
affect the meaning or constmd;ion ofany of the provisions hereof.

9. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by and under
the laws of the State of Georgia, except matters relating solely to FCC approval
andJor licensure slutll be governed to the extent applicable by the Federal
Communications Act as it may from time to time be amended.

In Witness Whereof, the parties have caused this Agreement to be
duly executed by their respective duly authorized officers, all as of the day and
year first above written.

JOSEPH A. RANKE

By:_~ _

WILKS BROADCAST ACQUISmONS, INC.

By:_-:::.='""D...,

•
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DECLARA~ONOF tTOREPR AI RANKE

NO. 655 P.2(5

I

I, JOlJoph ~"" Ranke, h8l'8by d~)~ undf'r pilnAlfJ' nf I\p.rjn ry:

1, I am an applicant £Qr; a ~nstnlction permit for a new FM station at
!

Gibson, ("~orgia (See FCC Fne!l'io. BPH-960916ME).

2. I lmv&:S ~uLc1L'M 4n. ~et.me!it wiota WUlm Rl'OndQllDt ADqujsftionil, Inc.
,

{IfWEAl!) to diSmiss my applicaition so that ~tauon WEKL, AugWlUt., a"u~lf~

can be ttpgmded from a Class.$. to ~ Cla.aa C3 facility.

8. l.{v a.pplioation \VB :£p,.d in good f1lith ~nr1 TInt. for the :nurpO&e of

reaching or catty:ing out anyapement.

4. OtMl" th= U lIet fo"th in tho nJP:00mont with WilkI Bro!lldc~st
,

Acquisitions, Inc., I have not b~:n paid or promised t\IlY direct or indirect

consideration for the di,.,-nis9al
i
of my application.

JOSEPH A. RANKE

Dated: November;li'" . 19~6
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Associated ,Radio Res~rces. Inc.
Wi'1i8l1l 1- Pennington m. Esq.
William H. Tucker. F
Joe's Time & Expen.

TOTAL
i

Jod'S Time 6f. Exnenset. detail ~
,

1m i
Travel1,o OranseburglSC
Sl12 13'.2mi @ .3
6110 J35.2mi @.J
61J4 J35.2mi @ .3
7/03 135.2mi @ .3

l'ottll 1
Travel to Bamberg. S~::

6/12 32.1mi @ .30 I

7/17 32.1mi @ .30 I
7'ota! ;

Travel tu Hampton. S(::
7107 134.0mi @ .3Q

Total :
!

l
E~m8le of time spen; on project:
~y 1993 !
June 1993 '
July 1993
August 1993
8q,tcraber 1993
OOtober 1993
Nqvcl1Ibcr 1993
Dtcember 1993

Total 1993

TOTAL Time & Expeh.'ie.s - 1993
i

~.te oftime s.,eton project:
Approx 10 hrs a mOIl
TOTAL Time &. Expc $e.~· - /994

I

Total Charges:
Total Charges:
Total Charges:
Total:

40.56
40.56
40.56
40.56
/62.24

9.63
9.63
19.26

40.20
40.20

JOhrs
J6hrs
2.8hr.;
IOhrs
12hrs
IOhrs
lObes
8hrs
I44hrs

120hrs

-1-

3.600.00

3.000.00

6.439.35
4.835.00

25U.00
23.124.90
34,679.2.5

3.X2/.70

3,000.00
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Joe's Time &:E~. Continued:

~ ;

Travel to Oibson, GA::
7/18 181.0mi @ .301
8/18 181.Omi @.301

TOlal .

THE PRESS ROOM

54.30
54.30
108.60

POI

E.stimate oftime spen~ on project:
Appro! 10 hrs a mom" Jan..June
July 1995 ;
August 199~ !
Bcptember 199~ ;
October 1995 I

November 1995
December 1995

Total 1995 I

TOTAL Time & Expe~'ie.s- • J994

1m. I

Travel to Gibson, GA:!
1/17 181.0mi @ .3d
1122 18l.0mi@.3
1/30 I81.0mi @.3
2107 18l.0mi @.3
2ItI 181.0mi @.3
2f22 I81.0mi @ .3
2/28 181.Omi @.3
3/S 181.0mi@.3
3/12 181.Omi@.3
3/15 t81.0mi @.3
3120 181.Omi @ .3~
3/24 18l.Omi @.3
3/28 181.0mi @.3
41S 18lOmi @.3
4/IS 181.Omi @ .3
7/12 181.0mi @ .3
10/3 181.0mi @.3
10/5 181.Omi @.3
10112 181.Omi @.3
10/22 18l.Omi @.3
11/14 181.0mi @ ,3
11118 181.0mi @ .3

Total

60hni
36hrs
30ms
48hrs
20hrs
12hrs
15hrs
221hrs

54.30
54.30
54.30
54.30
54,30
54.30
54.30
'4.30
54.30
54.30
54.30
54.30
54.30
54.30
54.30
54.30
54.30
54,30
54,30
54.30
54.30
54.30
1194.60

-2-

5,525.Q(j
).633.60
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I

Joo's Time & Expens+, Continued

THE PRESS ROOM P02

.lif§. qgntjnued i .

Estimate of time spen~ on project;
January 1996 !

F~I996

M~h 1996
Ap'ill996
May 19'6
JWIC 1996
Jul~ 1996
A~st 1996
september 1996
October 1996
November 1996 i

Total 1996 i

TOrAL Time &- r~pe~eS' A 1996

42hrs
45hrs .
50hrs
25hrs
15brs
18hrs
20hrs
30hrs
30hrs
44hrs
60hrs
379hrs

-3-

.Y.475.UU
/0.669.60



FAX 803 883 3395 THE PRESS ROOM P03

i___ _--,--------1-' .
,.-.... _. -T--_.---_._.._-_ ... 0 .... ·_ "'1 ---- .. "

A SOCIATED RADU) RESOO fteES, Inc
Poet Offl~e Box 550

SuUi••ns l.und, SC 2M82

(803) 883-3517 Fax: (803) 883-393(;

STA EMENT

Mr. Joe Ranke
• Athol Avenue
Aiken, Be 29803

11122196 Account"9310E ,

(25.00)

(140.00)

$ SO_OO
140.00

48.75
1,025.00

96.00
114.00
63.00

240.00
80.00

140.00
48.75

(40.00)
40.00

155.00
52.89
75.00

140.00
48.75

2,262.50
60.00

140.00
48.75
25.00

190.00
53.46

(250.00)

~ (e.ts1inning ..~ - $ 0.001
~2 Meeting g ~rg, SC (1. hr tm $50)
06112 Travel time ( .8 hr"G 550)
05/.12 ExPenseI- ravel (162.5 mi .301mi)
06Ib1 May Engi . 0Wort< (20.5 h @ $50lhr)
oe,t)7 FCC L.ibrIlry ."rch (32 min
oe.«H5 FCC Library " ..rd1 (38 min
0M>8 FCC Library ~rch (21 min
06110 08ltaWOf1d - M Reeearch
0&410 Meeting CD ra~rg, SC (1 hr @ $50)
08110 Trevet time ( .8·hri em $50)
08110 Expen18S - r8lVe1 (162.5 mi .30/mi)
06110 Pariment· R nkle
0f5I12 Meeting «I ~. SC (0.8h @ $50)
08112 Travel time ( .1hr. $50)
06(12 Expenees - ~ (176.3 mi .30/mi)
~ MeetingO ra~rg.SC (1 5hr<m $50)
oeI24 T"'vel time ( .8ihri «1550)
06124 Elq)ente8 - r~ (162.5 mi .301mi)
00130 June Engi flg work (45.25 hrs 4» $50Ihr)
07103 Meeting G ra~. SC (1 2hr «'J $50)
07103 Travel time ( .8hr, @ 550)
07103 ,E"P8n.,. - ~I (162.5 m;
07107 MMt~ 0 n;ptpn. SC {0.5
07/07 Tr..vel time ( .S! hr ft $50)
07107 EJc)eneee - nivel (178.2 mi .301m i)
10120 Payment - P . n

I

11M [Beginning elslahcle -- $ 5,026
01130 Payment - ~anke

tltl(Beginning J.a.noe - $ 4,886 85]
O7iOa Payment - ranke

,

i
I

!
I

Pedenl Tax ID mber (EIN): 56-1678127
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Account __ .3104E

P04

~
10/8
10/31
11115
11120
11121
11i21
11121
11121
11121
11i22

I8tiglnning B'lance -- $ 4,881.
Payment
Spacfng Stu y - 6kw
E~ineering rt< (2.0hr @ $
Discu8Sionl ng~neering (1.5hr
Engineering tk (1.2hr Q $5 )
~inaG .~usta, SC (1. hr~ $50)
Traveltime ( .01h, 0 $50)
E)C)eneea~- ra.~ (316.7 mi .30/mi)
Payment ( 1# ~(2)
Ditcusaion ( 75hr~ $50)
Prepare d iI wotk (5,Ohr@

(125.00)
125.00
100.00

75.00
60.00
80.00

300.00
95.00

(100.00)
37.50

250.00

--f---->

TOTAL CHARGES HtS MONTH
~USaALAN E
PA'fMENTS REeE D

I

Accounts 30 dey••r more past due are subject to an Account Se~ceCharge
I Of 1,5% per onth until paid. I
: i
; !

I
I

! $ 897.50
I 4,961.85

(100.aO)

~ 5,7••35

federal Tax 10 N ber (EIN): 56-1678727



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned, an employee of Haley Bader & Potts P.L.C.,
hereby certifies that the foregoing document was mailed this date by
First Class U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, or was hand-delivered*, to the
following:

John A. Karousos *
Chief, Allocations Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W., Room 544
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Joseph A. Ranke
966 Athol Avenue
AileD, SC 29808-6202

Mr. Mike Wall
Camellia City Communications
Radio Station WTHO
788 Cedar Rock Road, N.W.
P.O. Box 900
Thomson, GA 30824

~xAw
Dmah L. Hood

November 25, 1996


